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AMERICA'S BOATING CLUB - BELLEVUE BRIDGE
UNITED STATES SAIL AND POWER SQUADRON - DISTRICT 16

Commander Cdr Sally Stuart, SN  425-455-2369
Executive Officer Lt/C Michael Reichstein 925-699-2105
Admin Officer P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN  425-746-1094
Educational Officer P/C/C Lance Jensen, SN 425-747-4143
Treasurer P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN 425-746-1094
Secretary Lt/C Bobbi Jensen 425-747-4143
BSPS: www.BellevuePowerSquadron.org    D/16: www.uspsd16.org/

COMMANDER’S AIDES
Chaplain P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
Flag Lieutenant Lt Mark Christenson
Sunshine Anne-Marie van Opdorp
Law Officer Lt Bruce Gardiner,  JN
MBYC Liaison Lt Willa Conrad, P
North Shore Liaison P/Lt/C Rick Vicik, P
Merit Mark Chair Lt Jan Brintnall
Operations Training
 P/R/C L.D. Brown, SN

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
Executive Officer Lt/C Michael Reichstein
Marketing/PR Lt/C Michael Reichstein
Safety Officer Lt Dale Vodicka, AP
Coop Charting Open
Social Activities Lt Willa Conrad, P
VSC Chair  P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN

ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENT
Admin Officer P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN 
Boating Activities Lt Mike Heinrich, P
Dinner Reservations Lt Jan Brintnall 
Programs Open
Sqdn Photographers Lt Willa Conrad, P
 Steve Erickson, JN

TREASURER DEPARTMENT
Treasurer P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN
Asst Treasurer P/C Mark Stevens, SN 
Property Officer P/C Mark Stevens, SN
Ship’s Store Lt Diane Heinrich
Advertising Mgr. Open

SECRETARY DEPARTMENT
Secretary Lt/C Bobbi Jensen
Bellviews Editor P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN
Webmaster P/Lt/C Frances E. Waters
Database Lt Brad Waters, SN 
 P/Lt/C Frances E. Waters
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EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT
SEO P/C/C Lance Jensen, SN
Assistant SEO P/R/C L.D. Brown, SN 
Chairs Local Board of Boating
 Lt Bruce Gardiner, JN

ABC Third Edition
Lecturers Lt Bill Badgley, SN
 P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
 P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN
 P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
 P/C Nick Ledbetter, JN

ABC Third Edition All Day Classes
Lecturers P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
 P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN
 Lt Bruce Gardiner, JN
 P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN 
 Lt Harry Johnson, AP
 P/C Nick Ledbetter, JN

Advanced Grades
Chair P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
Seamanship P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
Piloting P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
 Lt Harry Johnson, AP
Advanced Piloting Lt Harry Johnson, AP
Jr Navigation P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
Navigation P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN

Elective Courses
Chair Open
Cruise Planning Lt Eileen Huggins, SN
Engine Maintenance Lt Carl C. Lang, AP
Instructor Development
 P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
Marine Electrical Systems 
 P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
Marine Communications Systems
 P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
Sail Open
Skipper Saver P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
Weather Lt/C Vern Redecker, JN

Seminars
Chair Open
Lecturers P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P
 P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
 Lt Harry Johnson, AP

Sight Reduction Checker
  P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN

Equip. Custodian Open

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Bridge Officers
Members at Large:

P/C/C Frank Dvorak, SN
P/R/C L.D. Brown, SN
  Mark Christenson, P
  P/Lt/C Rick Vicik, P 

AUDITING COMMITTEE
P/C/C Frank A. Dvorak, SN  1 year
Frank N. Young, Jr.   1 year

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Membership Chair OPEN

BUDGET COMMITTEE
P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN 
Lt/C Michael Reichstein
P/C Mark Stevens, SN 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Open 1 year
P/Lt/C Laurel Redecker, AP 2 year
Open     3 year

RULES COMMITTEE
Lt Michael Heinrich, P  1 year
P/C Donald Williams, AP 2 year
Open 3 year
BOAT OPERATORS CERTIFICATION
BSPS Coordinator 
 P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN-IN-CN-ACN
Certifiers: 
Inland, Coastal and Advanced Coastal
 IN   CN  ACN
P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN • • •
P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN • •
P/Lt/C Dennis Kinch, AP • 

Hands on Training (Small Boat & Large Boat)
P/Lt/C Robert Cooper, P

P/Lt/C David J. Greene, SN
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Monthly Meeting via ZOOM 

Wednesday, 5 May 2021 
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From the Commnader
Cdr Sally Stuart, SN

Continued on next page

Nicki and I unloaded our kayaks off my Forester in the rain, and set them on the beach. 
We planned to explore Clayoquot Sound by kayak and camp on Meares Island that 
night. We drove to Tofino on the West Coast of Vancouver Island the day before and 
checked into the Paddlers Inn in the late afternoon. The Paddlers Inn, formerly the 
Hotel Tofino, was construction in the early 1900s when guests arrived by ship because 
there was no road access to the west coast.  The Inn is set above a coffee shop and a 

kayak store and is a popular hangout for kayakers. It overlooks Tofino Harbor and Meares Island so we could 

see most of the route we planned to take. We spent the 
evening and early morning organizing our camping 
gear to make sure we had everything we would need 
for about seven days.   

In the early 1990s, Brad with Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound contacted me seeking support from the Wash-
ington Kayak Club to protest logging on Meares Island 
in Clayoquot Sound. At the time, I was the Environ-
mental Chairperson for the Washington Kayak Club 
and involved in protesting the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission’s plan to divert water for a second 
powerhouse on the Snoqualmie River. Brad and I met 
several times so I understood the issues relating to 
Clayoquot Sound. With two environmental activists, 
Brad with Friends of Clayoquot Sound and Mike with 
Rainforest Action Network, I met with the Canadian 
Consulate in Seattle to protest logging on Meares Is-
land.  

Most of Vancouver Island had already been roaded, 
logged, and mined with three-quarters of its produc-
tive forest cut down. Clayoquot Sound was the only 
area on the Island which still had multiple, large, intact 
rain-forested valleys that provided high-quality habitat 
for hundreds of rain forest species. Meares Island had 
some of the oldest and biggest trees in British Colum-
bia.

At the time, MacMillan Bloedel held the rights to clear 
cut 90% of Meares Island the staging ground for the 
largest-ever act of civil disobedience in Canada in 1993 
when ten thousand protesters from Europe and North 
America descended on the Peace Camp to protect the 
massive trees of Clayoquot Sound. As a result of the 
peaceful blockade direct action and the court injunc-
tion that followed, Meares Island was protected and 
declared a Tribal Park by Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation, 
one of the three First Nations who steward the lands 
and waters in Clayoquot Sound. Today Meares Island 
remains unlogged. In January 2000, Clayoquot Sound 
was designated as a United Nations Educational, Scien-
tific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) Biosphere 
Reserve. Clayoquot Sound is one of the few remaining 
intact temperate rainforests in the world.  

I had vacationed with my family several times in Tofino 
but had never kayaked in Clayoquot Sound. Nicki, my 
friend since grade school and I planned a kayaking trip 
to visit Meares Island and explore Clayoquot Sound. 
We wanted to see these magnificent trees for ourselves. 

After an anxious breakfast, Nicki and I drove to the 
kayak put-in, unloaded our kayaks and then loaded our 
tents, sleeping bags, clothing, food and cooking gear. 
The weather forecast was for rain, wind, drizzle and 
poor visibility. The forecast was correct. The rain was 
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coming down in sheets and we couldn’t see Meares Is-
land. After a quick check of our chart and compass, we 
pushed off our loaded kayaks and headed in what we 
believed to be the right direction to Lemmons Inlet and 
Adventure Cove where we planned to camp. Because 
of the rain and thick fog, we still couldn’t see Meares 
Island and the tide was running out and we could see 
ell grass below us and were afraid of getting stuck. We 
spotted a Great Blue Heron fishing that looked like it 
was walking on the water because the water was so 
shallow. After another quick check of the chart and 
compass, we realized we were over the Arakum tidal 
mud flats. Fortunately, we were headed in the right di-
rection and noted more water beneath our kayaks.  

We pulled our kayaks up on the shore in Adventure 
Cove and checked out our campsite for the night. The 
forest floor was lush with moss, salal and ferns and the 
trees were dripping with rain and moss. We set up our 
tents and a tarp for our kitchen and went for a walk 
through the old growth forest. We knew that Black bear 
lived on Meares Island so we hung our food and toilet-
ries high on tree limbs.

We woke to sunshine the next morning and went for 
a quick paddle before breakfast. After breakfast, we 

took the 2-mile round-trip hike through the forest on a 
boardwalk to the famous Big Tree, a western red cedar 
with a massive 60 ft. circumference. The trail took us 
through the fern carpeted forest floor past Western 
Red Cedar trees aging between 800 and 1,300 years. 
We walked among some of the largest Red Cedar 
trees on Earth. The forest was beautiful and lush and 
the ancient trees were amazingly beautiful.  

After packing up our gear again, we headed to Vargas 
Island to pick a new campsite. Vargas Island was be-
coming a popular kayaking destination, although we 
had no competition for camp sites. The west half of 
Vargas Island was made into a provincial park in July, 
1995. 

Continued on next page

Heading to Meares Island in the rain

Totems
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Moonlight Beach looked inviting so we pulled up our 
kayaks and set up our camp. Our campsite was on the 
North-west side of Vargas Island so it was cold when 
we woke up the next morning. We noticed a small is-
land a short distance away so headed over to warm up 
in the sun. That afternoon we set out to find another 
campsite, one where we would have morning sunshine.  
Dan’s Beach looked perfect, a flat area with plenty of 
room for our two tents and a makeshift kitchen, just a 
short distance from the beach, with a view of the open 
water over a salal hedge. We shared our site with a pair 
of Ravens, mice, an otter and many birds. We later 
learned that Black bear, wolf and cougar also lived on 
the Island but fortunately they did not visit us. Dan’s 
Beach would be our base camp for the next few days 
and we would explore Clayoquot Sound from there.  

The next day was windy, so we explored the Island on 
foot.  The following day started out sunny, warm and 
no wind.  After a quick breakfast, we packed up a lunch 
and headed out to the open water off the west coast 
of Vargas Island. The sun felt warm and glittered as it 
reflected off the water. The large rolling swells lifted my 
kayak up and then set it down. The sea was alive with 
grebes, cormorants, loons, murrelets, and pigeon guil-
lemots bathing and feeding and the gulls and terns were 

calling and chasing, it was noisy. I was oblivious to my 
surroundings until a splash next to my kayak startled 
me. It was a huge male Steller Sea Lion, our eyes locked 
as he swam beside my kayak. I remembered reading 
about an incident where a Sea Lion had rammed a kay-
ak. I quickly assessed my situation. I was a long way 
from shore without a wet or dry suit although I was 
wearing my life jacket and I was a strong swimmer. Hy-
pothermia would set in before I made it to shore if he 
capsized my kayak. Nicki and I had drifted apart so she 
couldn’t hear me if I called for help. The Sea Lion fol-
lowed me to shore and frequently popped up in front of 
or beside my kayak. Was he being friendly and curious 
or was I seen as a threat? I wasn’t taking any chances so 
I paddled as quickly and quietly to the nearest shore. 
He followed us back to our campsite, caught a large 
salmon before heading back out to the open water.

Stormy weather was in the forecast so it was time to 
head home. It was over 15 years ago when we kayaked 
in Clayoquot Sound and experienced the solitude and 
beauty of the ancient forests on Meares and Vargas 
Islands. Many people thought that Clayoquot Sound 
was safe from logging when it was officially designat-
ed a World Biosphere Reserve in 2000. Unfortunately, 
a Biosphere Reserve is not a park and is not directly 
protected. Friends of Clayoquot Sound and the Nuu-
Chah-Nulth Tribal Council continue to negotiate in 
alliance with other environmental groups to work to 
secure permanent protection for these and all unpro-
tected intact valleys in Clayoquot Sound. They contin-
ue their efforts to protect one of the world’s last intact 
coastal temperate rainforest for the next generation 
while addressing climate and social justice issues that 
have eroded old-growth forests, wild salmon runs, and 
the economic well-being of communities.

From the Commander, continued from page 5

Inviting campsite on Moonlight Beach
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From the Executive Officer
Lt/C Michael Reichstein

“Safety comes first and then we can all have fun this Summer”

Safety Law

I wanted to share the new engine shutoff switch law that went into effect April 1, 2021. The 
new law requires individuals operating recreational vessels less than 26 feet long with an 
engine cutoff switch installed to use a lanyard or wireless engine cutoff switch link. This 

applies to boats manufactured as of January 2020.

Exceptions to the law:
1) Main helm is within a closed cabin
2) Motor is incapable of 115 pounds of thrust
3) Vessel isn’t operating on plane or displacement speed 
(fishing or docking)

As we start to prepare our boats for the coming Sum-
mer months, we need to review all our annual safety 
checklists to make sure we are safe and sound. I know 
the members of the ABC of Bellevue are great about 
the procedures. You are all very seasoned boaters and I 
hope you will assist our newer members with any ques-
tions or concerns they may have at the start of this new 
boating season. 

We will continue to push for more education and in-
struction this year now that things are starting to open 
again. You know how I know? Try to book a reserva-
tion in the San Juan Islands. A lot of places are booked 
and turning people away. Remember last month I told 
you about all the new boats that were sold last year? 
Well guess who is going to be out on the water this year. 
Right, they are. So be welcoming and when you meet 
a new boater, tell them about this great club, America’s 
Boating Club of Bellevue, that you belong to.

See you on the safe water.



8 www.americasboatingclub.org

From the Educational Officer
P/C/C Lance Jensen, SN-IN

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT UPDATE
Three USPS classes are underway, some nearing completion. Robert Cooper is leading Boat 
Handling, the new USPS name for Seamanship. Dave Greene is continuing the Junior Navi-
gation class which includes the first use of a sextant to help in position determination in 
offshore situations, and Vern Redecker has the Weather course well underway. For the most 
part, these classes are being taught remotely using Zoom or Free Conference Call but there 

have been some situations in which one or two students have been able to meet in-person with the instructor in 

controlled environments. Even though we are getting 
better at teaching remotely, face-to-face still results in a 
better educated student and a happier instructor.

I am writing near the end of a stretch of several days 
of pure sunshine in the PNW. Summer is coming and 
thousands of adults are being vaccinated daily across 
the country. As everyone is saying, there is “light at the 
end of the tunnel.” It is in sight. We will get there.  

One final note. Members who complete the USPS In-

structor Development course become certified USPS 
instructors. The certification lasts for 4 years after 
which a 3-hour seminar will add 4 years to the certifi-
cation. Our District Educational Officer, Jim West, will 
be leading a recertification seminar on 15 May, 1000-
1300. If your certification has lapsed or is near the end, 
you can enroll in Jim’s seminar by contacting him at 
phnx789@msn.com. If you have any questions, just 
drop me an email.

Welcome to the Ship’s Store!
The proprietress is Diane Heinrich, and she is available to help you 
find any item of clothing, hats/caps, burgee for your boat, or name 
badge! Most items are ordered from Don’s Group Attire and can 
be shipped directly to your home or you can go to their store and 
pick it up. 

We just ordered these two baseball caps – they are a good promo-
tional tool as well as keeping the sun out of our eyes! The America’s 
Boating Club logo is on the front, and because adding “of Bellevue” 
would make for squinting reading; we opted to have BELLEVUE 
placed on the back.

There is no setup charge for the logo as other clubs/squadrons in the area also use Don’s for their Ship Store 
needs. The owner is also a member of America’s Boating Club of Seattle! Contact Diane at 425.885.1127, 
she’s waiting for your call!



9www.bellevuepowersquadron.org

                                                                                               

 

New Boater?  Need a Washington State Boater’s Card? 
Want to learn more about operating your boat safely? 

Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron has a course for you! 

ABC 3 
In virtual format on Zoom 

This is a comprehensive introduction to boating with the goal of 
helping you to stay safe on the water.  It is taught by experienced 
and trained boaters who have navigated the Salish Sea for many 

years. 

To see a complete course description and to enroll go to: 

                                                                                                                                                      
bellevuepowersquadron.org     

This is a 10 hour course taught in 2 sessions 

1st Session-Sat. 22 May from 8 a.m. to1 p.m. 

2nd Session-Sat. 29 May 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Registration closes on 17 May 
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Karl's Kwiz
by P/R/C Karl Lang, SN

Answers found on page 21

1. What metallic element is used to make: (easy)  
a. electrical wire 
b. airplanes  
c. most car engine blocks 
d. a pencil 
e. shiny parts on cars 
f. soup and vegetable cans? 

2. What metallic element is used to make: (harder)  
g. 20th century medical thermometers 
h. incandescent light bulbs, 
i. table salt, 
j nuclear energy, 
k. galvanizing, 
l. dental amalgam? 
(harder yet)  
m. Epsom salts, 
n. Australian Krugerrands 
o. modern light weight batteries? 

3. Does a DC transformer work just like an AC transformer? 
4. Alan Sheppard was sent into space on a Redstone rocket May 5, 1961. 

What was used for fuel? for oxidizer? 
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From the Administrative Officer
P/R/C Barbara Erickson, JN 

With King County now in Phase 3, it seems the “light at the end of the tunnel” is growing 
brighter. As you read the May issue of the Bellviews, you will see signs of cautious gatherings. 

The cover photograph was taken from the Sons of Norway balcony, reflects the beauty of the 
Port of Poulsbo Marina where District 16 holds its annual District Rendezvous at Poulsbo 
on 11 - 13 June. This year, events will be tailored to match COVID guidelines. The Friday 
night “docktails” will become the “Boat Tail Party” where members may partake of nibbles 

and beverage from their boats or from the dock; all 
meals will be on your own; the Flare shoot and fire ex-
tinguishing training is scheduled, as is a civic service 
project “Bookcase to Bookcase.” We are asking you to 
bring books sitting on your bookshelves just waiting to 
enlighten another reader to the Rendezvous where at-
tendees and the public may make a donation to take the 
book home with them. All proceeds will go to the local 
Sea Scout Ship.

Those with land yachts are getting slips at Eagle Tree 
RV Park – and if you want to stay at Poulsbo Inn, a 
block of rooms has again been reserved. All in all, it 
will be the first gathering of District 16 in over a year. 
I am so looking forward to seeing all my friends and 
making new ones! I have already sent in my reserva-
tion. And if you would like to join me, please see Page 
19 for the registration form. If you are interested in do-
nating books, please contact me at bje46@msn.com. 

Page 12 invites you to SAVE THE DATE and join Bel-
levue members at the home of Mark and Anne-Marie 
for a good old-fashion backyard picnic. Details will be 
available in the June Bellviews. 

Vessel Safety Checks are going full bore. Dennis and 
his crew of Vessel Safety Examiners are now available 
to check out your boat and provide you or your boating 
friends with a 2021 decal if you pass the inspection! See 
page 18 for the names of Bellevue’s Vessel Examiners. 

We also have a new member, Nancy Mariano! Please 
read Nancy’s story on Page 11 and with crossed fingers, 
we are hoping for our 1st Wednesday monthly meeting 
with dinner to begin in September! Mark the date on 
your calendar and keep those fingers crossed!

And last but not least, there is another way to get to 
know members better. Steve and I are taking Weath-
er with instructor Vern Redecker and several other 
members including Ray and Susan Rebello. We had 
a great conversation about an APP, Windy.com and 
when asked if they could write up something for the 
Bellviews to share with you, THEY DID! (Page 15) It is 
amazing the gems you pick up from class – whether in 
person or via ZOOM, lessons are always learned. 

And speaking of membership, please remember to 
renew your membership with America’s Boating Club 
of Bellevue. This has been a trying year… but there is 
light at the end of the tunnel and your bridge is work-
ing on different ways to engage the membership! 
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My husband Michael and I began boating 13 years ago in 2008 when we purchased a Macgregor 26 sailboat with 
65 hp outboard. As a UW alum, Michael was able to join the Washington Yacht Club and learned to sail through 
their program. He did the work. I watched from a safe distance. Michael loved to sail. Me, I loved to get from here 
to there as quickly and safely as possible. I discovered that when the sails went up, I wanted a nap!

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
      WELCOME ABOARD NANCY MARIANO!   
 

The name of our first boat was Dolce. In 1998 we took 
a trip to Italy where Michael discovered the phrase “la 
dolce far niente,” “the sweetness of doing nothing.” Our 
boat became Dolce. As we traveled 
further on longer trips, we real-
ized we wanted a bigger boat and 
purchased a 36’ Hunter sailboat 
that became Dolce II. With our 
purchase of the Hunter, we joined 
(HAPS) Hunter Assoc. of Puget 
Sound. We went on rendezvous 
with other Hunter owners explor-
ing Puget Sound, the San Juans, 
the Gulf Islands, Princess Louisa 
Inlet and Desolation Sound. Mi-
chael and I especially loved the 
San Juan Islands. In eight of our 
ten years of boating, the one con-
stant and our favorite way to end 
a trip was our two to three nights 
at Rosario on Orcas Island.

Over the years, my husband had 
been dealing with many health issues, but he lived his 
life not his illnesses. Sadly, Michael died Feb. 8, 2019, 
two years ago. He did make it to our 50th anniversary! 
It was very difficult for me to go onto the boat with Mi-
chael gone. When I could go on the boat, I discovered 
so much of him there that I could not sell it… yet. I 
kept it one more season hiring a HAPS friend to teach 
me (and oldest son Mike and grandson Evan) how to 

get the boat in and out of the slip. He really worked us. 
I called it “Bob’s Boaters Boot Camp.” And we did it! I 
know Michael was watching from a better vantage point 

and very proud of us. Eventually I 
sold the Dolce II and then in the 
middle of the pandemic purchased 
a Ranger Tug 27’ with a 300 hp out-
board. We are getting to know each 
other. Then, in comes America’s 
Boating Club of Bellevue, a way for 
me to meet you while learning and 
re-learning about boating. Bernie 
Conrad did my “vessel safety check” 
at MBYC and has been helpful in 
my getting to know my power boat. 
LD has also been helpful in review-
ing elements of boating and answer-
ing my many questions. He even has 
a Plan for me! Thanks, guys. Little 
Blue Tug is docked at MBYC, Dock 
1 Slip 1, where we have been mem-
bers since 2012, Michael active in 

the Youth Sail Program and I as Chaplain. Next time 
you are at MBYC, come down and say “Hello” to Little 
Blue Tug.

I am looking forward to meeting more of you and hear-
ing your stories—they keep us all going!

New Member Nancy Mariano
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Save the Date! 

4 p.m. Saturday,31 July 2021 
America’s boating club of Bellevue 

Is 

Having a summer Cookout! 

Mark and Anne marie Stevens have invited us to join them 

In their spacious yard at their home in Mukilteo. 

Look for more details 

in the June issue of the Bellviews. 
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Continued on next page

Executive Board Minutes
31 MARCH 2021

The meeting was called to order at 7:07 p.m. Those in attendance were Sally Stuart, Lance Jensen, Michael Reich-
stein, Barbara Erickson, Bobbi Jensen, Rick Vicik, L.D. Brown, and Frank Dvorak. Mark Christenson was absent. 
We had a quorum and the minutes were approved as written.

Commander: Sally Stuart led off the meeting with mentioning again for us all to be on the lookout for a replace-
ment for next year. The group was in favor of holding some small group activities this summer to enable us to know 
our newest members that have joined during the pandemic. Several activities were mentioned such as issuing an 
invitation to a new member to go boating with an experienced member, willingness to offer assistance in learning 
to operate a new boat to new members who recently purchased a boat of the same type that another member once 
had, and small dinner parties at members’ homes dependent on pandemic regulations in effect.

Sally also talked about a strategic sustainability plan with some emphasis on simplifying how the organization is 
run. She also asked what we thought about changing the title Commander to Director.   

Educational Officer: Lance Jensen said he had sent a query to all instructors who needed to recertify. Joellyn Jack-
son from Everett Sail and Power Squadron is willing to teach a two- hour class on-line for recertification purposes.  

Lance said he was waiting to hear back from Bruce Gardiner who had sat in on a virtual ABC3 class taught by De-
ception Pass Sail and Power Squadron in preparation for organizing an ABC3 class for Bellevue. L.D. Brown said 
he hoped we would offer ABC during each season in the coming year. A question was put forth about the On the 
Water Training boat and if anyone had checked with Nick Ledbetter or Robert Cooper to see what the plans were 
for this summer.  

Executive Officer: Michael Reichstein said that he continues to talk to boat related businesses regarding market-
ing. He also posed the question about whether we had ever sponsored a CPR or First Aid class. A discussion led to 
wondering about where our portable AED was located. An investigation into locating it would ensue.

Administrative Officer: Barbara Erickson said that District 16 was investigating a tax issue that could impact 
squadrons. That issue concerned sales tax on student manuals sold without the course and Ship’s Store sales. It 
would be discussed at the next Executive Committee meeting of D/16. 

Thinking about PR for the ABC 3 Class, Barbara said she would investigate a column in the Times called “What’s 
Happening” that lists community events.

Secretary: Bobbi Jensen had no report.

Treasurer: Barbara Erickson announced that our CD at Bank of America comes into maturity on May 27th and 
asked if we wanted to cash it in or roll it over. Since Barbara did not have the current interest rate available at this 
meeting, it was decided to call a vote by email after she sent that interest rate to all on the executive board.  

Addendum: Barbara reported back to us via email saying that BSPS has a CD in the amount of $10,943.02 and that 
the interest rate was .07%. Via email exchange, Lance made the motion to cash in the CD at maturation, Rick Vicik 
seconded the motion. There was no discussion. Seven voted in favor of cashing the CD in. One did not respond. 
Barbara will cash in the CD in May.

After a discussion, Lance moved to change our system for treasury bookkeeping from Quick Books to Excel to 
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simplify the treasurer’s job. The motion was seconded by Frank Dvorak and it passed unanimously. Frank Dvorak 
consented to help Barbara with preserving what we need to retain from the Quick Books records.

Barbara mentioned for our information that we pay Meydenbauer Yacht Club $227.00 for use of the Yacht club 
each meeting.

A discussion of billing the advertisers in the Bellviews took place. Since we no longer have an advertising manager, 
Barbara consented to send an invoice to the two advertisers we have.

Membership Chairman: L.D. Brown said two cyber members from Vashon Island had enrolled in the weather 
class.  Because of their remote location he would not pursue nor urge them to be active members.

Old Business: Bobbi reported that a summer cook-out was in the planning and would be held at Mark and Anne 
Marie Steven’s house in Mukilteo. More details would follow in the Bellviews.

New Business: There was a continuing discussion of the best way to communicate with our members with email. 
Barbara, worked with the district webmaster, Jim Haglund, who had prepared a comparison of Mail Chimp and 
Constant Comment. Rick Vicik would investigate further to see what would be best for our squadron.

In planning for future programs at MBYC, Barbara said she had asked Will Conrad if there was Wi-Fi access at the 
club if we wanted a speaker from a remote location.

Calendar:
This is the tentative schedule of events through January:
26 April - Tavern and Tidbits 6-7 pm.  If you visit the tulip fields, take a photo and plan to share it during our get 
together.
28 April - Executive Committee Meeting-7:00 - Zoom
5 May - Monthly Meeting-DEO Jim West as program - Zoom
26 May - Executive Board Meeting 7:00 - Zoom
2 June - Monthly Meeting-Program R/C Steve Gatton USPS Environmental Committee - Zoom
25 August - Executive Board Meeting-7:00 - Zoom
8 September - Monthly Meeting: Education Night: We honor our students and instructors followed by a “fun eve-
ning”
29 September - Executive Board Meeting-7:00 - Zoom
6 October - Monthly Meeting-(Tentative) Dave Williams (geologist) “Stories in Stone” MBYC
27 October - Executive Board Meeting-7:00 - Zoom
13 November - Saturday Crab Feed at MBYC-No meeting this month
24 November - Executive board Meeting - Zoom
1 December - Monthly Meeting - Kick-off to Christmas at MBYC
29 December - Executive Board Meeting - Zoom
5 January-Monthly Meeting-Tinte Winery from Woodinville to present the program at MBYC

The meeting was adjourned at 8:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, 

Bobbi Jensen, Secretary
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TAKE A LOOK AT THE WINDY.COM PROGRAM - 
IT MAY BLOW YOU AWAY

     by Ray and Susan Rebello, S
For those of you that are familiar with it, I would like to introduce you to a wonderful little software application 
that I have been using for some time now - it’s called Windy.com. We like it because it is amazingly easy to use, 
runs on all our devices, and more importantly very handy. For example, Susan and I often participate in our yacht 
club events at Eagle Harbor. We take this trip quite often so there is no chart plotting involved. But we do check the 
weather and the tides ahead of time. Because we all know the weather 
can be somewhat unpredictable here on the sound which significantly 
influences the wind and waves. 

So, while we are heading to the locks, we can look on a smart phone or 
tablet and see instantly the direction and strength of the wind and the 
waves on an interactive map. It uses your GPS to zero in on where you 
are, and you can zoom in or out to see your destination. 

Figure 1 is a screen capture of the area between Bainbridge Island and 
Seattle. You can view it in street view or the topography view. The ar-
rows move in the direction of the wind is blowing and length indicates 
strength. By clicking on a specific location, it displays the direction and 
speed such as this 5 kt wind. There are many user options, and one al-
lows you to use knots or miles per hour. This image shows a nice calm 
breeze when writing this on April 15 at 5 pm, which was a beautiful 
calm and sunny day. 

The model not only shows you current conditions but gives the 
predicted forecast for the same area. Figure 2 shows the predic-
tion for Tuesday, April 20 at 1 PM as the speed is picked up due 
to a possible small rain and wind event on that day. 

Fig 1 Today's current report

Fig 2 Forecast for April 20 at 1pm

Continued on next page
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Figure 3 is our area zoomed out to see north of Seattle. Note 
this model includes the land wind as well. This is because the 
people that built this, modeled the data for all sorts of sport-
ing activities including skiing and paragliding.

There is a menu bar on the 
right-hand side that allows 
you to provide filters for your 
views. In figure number 4, we 
have selected tides. When you 
click on a location you get the 
information in that spot.

Fig 3 Zoom out

Fig 4 Tides

Continued on next page
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Of course, since the modeling system derives this 
from access to where the data, having a choice of radar 
or satellite, provides time lapsed video of the weather 
forecast. A screen shot is shown in figure 5.

And just for fun, figure 6 is the same location and time as fig-
ure 1 April 15, but at 10km. This is an illustration of how the 
wind conditions significantly differs at 10km and influences 
our weather.

It is very popular as mentioned in this quote: “As the planet 
warms, surging interest in weather events such as hurricanes, 
floods, and heat waves has helped double the site’s traffic in the 
past year, to 1.5 million visitors a day.”1  

These are screenshots from the free version, but there is also 
a premium version which gives you more features and longer 
forecasting period, updates more frequently etc. etc. the premi-
um version is currently priced at $19 per year or about a dollar 
$1.60 a month and you can cancel anytime. It runs on a PC, my 
iPad, and my Android smartphone.

There is much more than what we have introduced here. You 
should go ahead and play around with it yourself to see how 
robust it is.

Ray & Susan Rebello live in Issaquah and cruise in a 1989 34’Tollycraft (which is their third one).

1 The Climate-Obsessed Have a New Favorite Website article on February 5, 2020, 9:01 PM PST in Bloomberg Businessweek

Fig 5 Weather radar

Fig 6 Winds at 10km on April 15
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The Vessel Safety Check (VSC) team is getting underway again after the COVID 19 pretty much canceled the 
program in 2020. Many yacht clubs and marinas are still restricting functions with multiple people on their 

docks. So, each of our vessel examiners are setting up individual vessel 
checks on their own. We have completed 24 VSC’s to date. 

With the easing of restrictions and more vaccinations, owners will be 
more willing to have their boats checked in the future. We are looking 
forward to increasing our VSC numbers this spring and summer. 

More of us are preparing to get back out on the water this summer. A 
good way to get ready is to get your vessel inspected. If you want a vessel 
safety check on your boat, please call one of the vessel examiners listed 
below. Stay Safe.

VESSEL SAFETY CHECK UPDATE
     by P/C Dennis Dorratcague, SN

 

Please contact any one of our VSC Examiners… 
and get yours done today!

Bernie Conrad, 425.736.5099 or  
email: bernieconrad40@gmail.com 

Robert Cooper, 206.612.6163  
or email: rbcooper80@gmail.com 

Dennis Dorratcague, 206.979.4795  
or email: dedorrat@hotmail.com 

Frank Dvorak, 425.516.4142  
or email: frankdvorak@comcast.net 

Dave Greene, 425.533.7608  
or email: davegreene99@comcast.net 

Harry Johnson, 253.630.9200  
or email: formrtiger@msn.com 

Dennis Kinch, 206.369.4076  
or email: denniskinch@hotmail.com 

Linda Vicik, 425.653.1282  
or email: lvicik@gmail.com 
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Annual D16 Rendezvous at Port of Poulsbo: 11-13 June 2021 
Registration: 
Name(s): ___________________________ Squadron: ________________________ 
“Cell” Phone: ____________________________ Email: ___________________________ 
 

***If you are coming for any of the rendezvous events PLEASE register*** 
Registering only for events/fellowship (no moorage) circle YES 

 

All moorage reservations must be received per below prior to May 24, 2021. 
No guarantee for moorage will be given after this date!! 

 

Friday Night Social: No host (BYOB&F) "Boat Tail Party" from 1700 to 1930 on "E Dock”. 
Participants eat on their boat’s tail (stern) or those without a boat eat on the dock. This provides an 
opportunity to socialize while observing current COVID guidelines. 

We recommend boats are “stern in” to facilitate COVID socializing. 
 

Saturday Skills: Flare shoot (fire real flares) & Fire Extinguisher (put out a real fire) training. 
 

Saturday Dine on your own: Dine on your boat, the dock or one of the fine restaurants in Poulsbo. 
 

MOORAGE Reservations: 
- Pay a nonrefundable $5 for moorage reservation prior to May 24, 2021. 
- Pay moorage fee to Port of Poulsbo Marina after arrival.  The moorage fee is $1.15/foot (30’ minimum) + 

.75/visit + $5/night (30 amp electrical). 
- Please circle your “1st choice” of moor:     bow  in port     bow  in starboard     stern in port     stern in starboard 
- Please circle your “2nd choice” of moor:     bow  in port     bow  in starboard     stern in port     stern in starboard 

- Please circle Arrival Day:  (Wednesday)  (Thursday)  (Friday)  (Saturday) 
- Estimated arrival time: ______________ 
Boat Name: _____________________   LOA ________  Beam ________  Draft ________ 
Special Considerations: ________________________ (will try to accomm o da te ) 

Prior to entering the marina hail “America’s Boating Club” on Ch72 for docking instructions (no self-assigning slips). 
 

Non-refundable Moorage Reservation Fee ($5.00): $ __________ 
 

 
LODGING: 
Call Poulsbo Inn @ 360-779-3921 or 360-779-9737.  Reference “America’s Boating Club/Power 
Squadron” for group rate of $97.00 plus tax for King or $92.0 plus tax for 2 Queens.  Group block rate 
closes May 24, 2021. Please make your hotel reservations early. Make hotel reservation and payment 
directly with the hotel. 
 

Registration form and payment must be received prior to May 24, 2021.  Please Send to: 
 
Make payment out to “USPS District 16” 

 
P/D/C Craig Brown 
4634 Kent Ct 
Kent, WA 98032-7112 

 
For Questions Contact: Craig Brown at craig-sandybrown@msn.com or 253-859-1748   
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Karl's Kwiz Answers

1. a. copper 
b. aluminum 
c. iron 
d. lead 
e. chromium 
f. tin. 

2. g. mercury 
h. tungsten 
i. sodium 
j. uranium 
k. zinc 
l. silver. 
(extra) 
m. magnesium 
n. gold 
o. lithium. 

3. There is no such thing as a DC transformer. All electrical transformers 
require some form of alternating voltage/current/signal. 

4. Fuel was ethyl alcohol, oxidizer was LOX, liquid oxygen. Made a beautiful 
magenta flame. Earlier engines used 99% hydrogen peroxide (high potency 
bleach) as an oxidizer.  
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Book Club
     by P/R/C LD Brown, SN-CN

  A
20

61

A custom-fit investment plan  
is just a conversation away

Chris Black, CRPC®
Vice President - Investment Officer

1201 3rd Ave Ste 3500
Seattle, WA 98101
Direct: (206) 344-6513
chris.black@wellsfargoadvisors.com
https://home.wellsfargoadvisors.com/chris.black
 

$disclosures.get($!user.attribute01) © 2016 Wells Fargo Clearing Services, LLC. All rights reserved.

0218-04880

Investment and Insurance Products: u NOT FDIC Insured u NO Bank Guarantee u MAY Lose Value

Done right, a financial advisor works with you to develop an investment plan designed to help  
you meet your unique goals. We can help you create your personalized plan, and we’ll review  
it with you on a regular basis to help keep you on track. Working together is all about you.  

Call for a complimentary portfolio consultation

During the past month we finished reading  The Splendid and the 
Vile by Erik Larson/2020 and we read The Four Winds by Kristin 
Hannah/2021. Both books were written by  local authors and both 
were excellent. The Splendid and the Vile  was about the WWII 
bombing of London, England from May 1940 to May 1941 and 
how it was handled by Prime Minister Winston Churchill. The Four 
Winds,  a historical novel  covered the trials and tribulations of the 
Dust Bowl is the early 1930s.

Some of our members read as many a 10 books while others only 
read one or two. Our club works for both types of readers.

The Book Club meets on Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM on Zoom. Join us for lively discussions about the 
books we are reading. We welcome new members - all you need to do is contact L.D. Brown at 425.785.3844 or  
email: ldandtrudy@outlook.com and he will help you get started and send you the Zoom link.
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Badgley
& Badgley real estate

services

Jim Badgley
Managing Broker, CRS, GRI
jim@badgleyhomes.com

Bill Badgley
Managing Broker, GRI

bill@badgleyhomes.com

Experience has taught us how important it 

is to stand out from the crowd. With more 

than 25 years of combined experience and 

an average of 25 home sales each year, 

Badgley & Badgley rank as top-selling 

agents nationwide. We know the market 

and how to make the most of it, leaving 

you in the best possible position for your 

next move. Ready for a new adventure? 

We’ll set you on the right course.

425-895-8833 • www.badgleyhomes.com

Standing out from the crowd.Standing out from the crowd.

B&B BSPSA Ad 7-2012_fnl.indd   1 7/10/12   2:36 PM
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Published by Bellevue Sail and Power Squadron, a unit 
of the United States Power Squadrons®, BELLVIEWS© 
is the official publication of the Bellevue Sail and Power 
Squadron and is published monthly except for July and 
August. Articles, opinions, and advertisements do not 
necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement un-
less so designated. Copyright by the Bellevue Sail and 
Power Squadron, P.O. Box 233, Bellevue, WA. 98009.

Send all correspondence to: 
P/R/C Barbara J. Erickson, Editor, Bellviews
14306 SE 49th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98006
Ph. 425.746.1094
Email: bellviews.editor@gmail.com 

®The USPS Ensign (Flag Design), "Wheel-and-Flag Design", "Officer Trident 

Design","United States Power Squadrons", "USPS", "The Ensign", "the Squad-

ron" with flag graphic, "Paddle Smart", "USPS University", "Boat Smart", "Jet 

Smart", and "America's Boating Club" are registered trademarks of United 

States Power Squadrons.

The Squadron Boating Course is a service mark of United States Power 

Squadrons. The "USPS Trade Dress" is a trademark of United States Power 

Squadrons. 

April
 28 Apr ExCom Zoom Meeting - Open to all

May
 5 May  America's Boating Club - Bellevue: Club Meeting
 9 May Happy Mother's Day!
 15 May Deadline for June Bellviews
 20 May Weather Class Ends
 22 - 28 May National Safe Boating Week
 26 May ExCom Zoom Meeting - Open to all

June
 2 June America's Boating Club - Bellevue: Club Meeting 
 11-13 June District 16 Rendezvous at Poulsbo
 20 June Happy Father's Day!
 30 June ExCom Zoom Meeting - Open to all

July  No meetings or Bellviews, enjoy boating!

August  No meetings or Bellviews, enjoy boating!

 

 On Seattle’s Lake Union 

Since 1983 

  We offer: 
 Complete engine room service, gas or diesel engines 

 Haul-out, shaft and prop repair 
 Our dock or yours 

 Parts Monday to Friday 8am-5pm 

 Repower or rebuild 

 
 Ford Lehman  Crusader 

 Cummins   Hino 

 Westerbeke  Yanmar 

 Universal   Marine Power 

 
 717 N.E. Northlake Way 206-547-2477 

 Seattle, WA  98105 Fax: 206-547-2180 


